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What  is  Service  Learning? 


“Service  learning  is  a  method  by 
which  students  improve  academic 
learning  and  develop  personal  skills 
through  structured  service  projects 
that  meet  community  needs 

Service  learning  builds  upon 
students’  service  activities  by  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  opportunities  to 
learn  by  preparing,  leading  and 
reflecting  upon  their  service 
experiences.” 

— Corporation  for  National  Service 


There  are  two  types  of  K-12  Learn  and  Serve 
grant  programs  in  Illinois: 

•  School-Based  Learn  and  Serve 

Schools  or  school  districts  apply  for  funds  to 
implement  community  service  activities  that 
directly  impact  learning  and  are  linked  to  the 
curriculum.  Application  for  these  funds  is 
through  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Education. 

•  Community-Based  Learn  and  Serve 
Non-profit  organizations  apply  for  funds  to 
develop,  implement,  or  expand  service¬ 
learning  activities  within  the  community 
Application  for  these  funds  is  through  the 
Illinois  Commission  for  Community  Service. 

Grant  funds  may  be  used  for  materials, 
trartsportation,  staff  coordination,  training,  and 
curriculum  development. 


Some  Examples  of  Service 
Learning  in  Illinois 


Elementary  school  children 


visit  nursing 
homes,  plant  and 
maintain  community 
gardens,  and  help  with 
recycling  projects. 


Middle  school  youth 

teach  computer  skills 
to  senior  citizens, 
provide  tutoring 
services,  work 
with  handicapped 
children,  serve  in 
homeless  shelters, 
develop  prairie  plots, 
and  help  restore 
community  centers. 


High  school  students 
help  build  Habitat  for 
Humanity  homes, 
assist  communities 
with  park  development 
and  environmental 
projects,  run  service 
hot-lines,  work  at 
hospitals,  produce 
immigrant  handbooks, 
and  mentor  younger 
children. 


Resources 


•  Illinois  Learn  and  Serve  Web  Page 
Up-to-date  descriptions  of  Illinois  service¬ 
learning  programs,  electronic  versions  of 
service-learning  newsletters,  and  other 
opportunities  are  available  on  the  Learn  and 
Serve  web  page  that  is  a  part  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education’s  web  site.  The  web 
page  address  is:  http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ 
learnserve/pg  1  .htm 


•  Training  and  Technical  Assistance 
The  Illinois  Resource  Center,  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  Board  of  Education,  conducts 
conferences,  institutes,  training  and  work¬ 
shops  on  service  learning.  Technical 
assistance  is  also  available  through  informa¬ 
tion  packets,  library  materials,  quarterly 
newsletters  and  site  visits.  Contact 
Dr.  James  Zabel,  Illinois  Resource  Center, 
1855  Mt.  Prospect 
Road,  Des  Plaines, 


IL  60018 
(847/803-3535). 


“I  don’t  know  what 


your  destiny  will  be, 


but  the  one  thing 


I  know;  the  only 


ones  among  you 
who  will  really  be 
happy  are  those 
who  will  have 
sought  and  found 
how  to  serve.” 


-Albert  Schweitzer 


Illinois  School-Based  and  Community-Based 
Learn  and  Serve  grants  support  programs  that 
engage  kindergarten  to  twelfth-grade  youth  in 
service  learning.  More  than  400  projects  have 
received  awards  since  1994. 

For  information  on  grants,  call  or  write: 


Illinois  School-Based 
Learn  and  Serve 
Dr.  Gary  Greene, 

State  Coordinator, 
Illinois  State  Board  of 
Education 
100  W.  Randolph 
Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  814-3606 

or 

Illinois  Community- 
Based  Learn  and 
Serve 

Rosemarie  Frey, 
Executive  Director, 
Illinois  Commission 
on  Community 
Service 

535  W.  Jefferson, 

3rd  Floor 

Springfield,  IL  62761 
(800)  592-9896 


“No  one  is  useless 


in  this  world  who 

lightens  the 

burden  of  it  for 


someone  else.” 


— Benjamin  Franklin 


This  publication  was  produced  with  funds  from  the 
Corporation  for  National  Service  under  grant  under 
95LSS1L013. 
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